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PARTIES AND SPECIAL FUNCTIONS. CATERED FOR = 


INDOOR/OUTDOOR ‘BUFFET OR BARBEQUE 


MODERN MOTEL UNITS : SS 
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FOR ALL TYPES FROZEN LOCALLY CAUGHT FSi, 

PRAWNS AND BOTTLED SHUCKED OYSTERS. 
3 FLL RANGE FROZEN GOODS, MEATS, SMALLGOODS, 
GRGCERTES, ICECREAM AND SOFTDRINKS. . 
4 i 
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Dear Reader, 
"SHORT HISTORY OF COSSACK" 


We sincerely hope you will enjoy~ 
reading this~book-about the events of 
the past and the people who developed 
this area; which brings us to the 
point of this short note:- 


The Roebourne District Youth Club 
is in the process of forming a Local 
Historical Museum and we ask you to _ 


loan, or donate to the Museum, any 


item of historical value or interest. 
you may have in your possession, or 
even know. about. All items will be 
exhibited withthe donor's lee = = 
attached. : = 


b 
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and the De ore River. 


863 Ss 1887 | 
i 


Cossack ‘is situated on the West 
pank of Butcher's Inlet. Butcher's Inlet is 
here the Harding River flows. into the ocean, 
two miles from the entrance is Jarman Island. 
Captain Jarman-was Captain of 
the “Tien Tsin"-and Butcher was the Chief 
Officer =— the two places were name d after the 
respective oi ti cers. : 


‘There iS a= difference of opinion 
about where Mr. W. Padbury landed in 1863 
but according to old Hepors we landed whe re a 


Cossack is today. Z ae 


= The Mystery!) a Somat coastal — | 
re left Fremantle on fo 14th, 1863, = | 
2 = = | 


-- with Messrs. C. Hunt and Turner, under Capt. 


Hedland, and proceeded up the coast, their ee ee 
instructions were to take sounding and Look = | 
for a suitable place for the = !Tien Tsim to— == : 
land the stock, any vliere between Cape Lambert 


ne and Turne examined the 
mouth of the De Grey, found it unsuitable.and 
communicated the fact to Padbury who met them 
in Port Wallcott. A harbour was selected in 
Butcher's ae and named Ber 


Ae fae pasture ‘around the anchor- 
age was not attractive and had no water, Messrs 


Padbury, Samson, Turner, Nairn and Captain 


Jarman proceeded up the Harding River ina 
small boat. They found water and suitable 


feed at what was known as the’ "Walnuts". On 

return to the ship «the stock and Poodle 
joaded and taken up 

. was Left. in charge, 


fsin" —to Fremantie- 


their 
were un- 
to the Walnut water, Nairn 


Padbury went back in "Tien 


= Cossack acquired its name from 
the H.M.S. "Cossack": which visited Tien Tsin 


Harbour in 1871 with the Governor Sir Frederick | 
wet on Ouse SS 


Soc ‘after “thie settlement of 
enosboumme and Cossack commenced to take shape it 
= was noticed that the natives wore necklaces of 
mother of pearl. 


: <— Beach Gambing was. carried our for ee 
the pearl shell by many of the settlers during the 
-slack season on the pastoral properties, also by 

some settlers in Roebourne and Cossack. As a= = 
consequence a small industry began at Port Wallcott 

and Nichol Bay. Natives were used to dive for shell 
from small boats. The natives could reach the depth 

of three =f0 =f ve: fathoms. 


=Tn= 1868, the Fea shel rush was on, 
In 187) 1€ was- worth £80 ,000. After this, a depres- 
Sion set in and it took a few years to recover. 


by Mr.“€.- Harper. for his.own use in Cossack. 


The transport between Roebourne and 
} Cossack was primitive. Those who had vehicles ‘| 
: ‘ were lucky and those who did not have one depended 
on their friends for transport and who | 
| 


The first pearling boat was built : | 


=- 4 = 


yere always willing to help. Goods were 
carted in horse drawn vehicles, also bullock 
drays- 


In 1872 Cossack was decl 
d 
Town and Port of Roebourne. = 


. Gap tain Morris was the first 
engineer Ot “the W.A. Government in the North, 
and -he supervised the building of the tram line 
from Roebourne to Cossack which was completed 
=py Mr. Owen as Capt. Morris died and Mr. Owen 
took his place. This line was completed about 
1888 or-1889. = a 


The old—two-= storey Post Office 
was the first building of stone erected in : 
Cossack; iat ‘was built of a form 01 sandstone. 
The bottom portion was used as a bond Stores 
and the upp part a Post OFrice. = 

a The courinonce ‘and Cueto house 
were DUilt about 1885 or 1886 for they were 
completed when Mr’. Owen ESS in Se 


“The - modse=: in Cossack. ee 
from the Government buildings, were built of 
wood with galvanised iron roofs. They were 
-anchored down with steel cables over the roof — 
and buried on each side in deep cement blocks. 
This was done to save them from the blows. 


SS 


= RE REMINISCENCES NCES OF NR, WeA, THOMPSON 7 1! 


= : eae been ‘born at Sieeacke i= 
with =the -rest of my brothers and sisters left for i) 
= “South -1n0-—-the - year -1900" I was then approaching 
2 16 years of age and still retain a clear know- 
= ledge or rece ection: of events up to that time- 
both as regards— any - ‘personal recollection for the 
year 1890 and some events back in 1889. I have 
also=a=-Clear recollection of certain happenings 
relating to a much earlier period as told to 
—his= children from time =to= time by my Father. i 


Se My father! S name was ‘Andrew 

3 Stonehouse Thompson and so far as 1- can ascertain — 
he arrived at Cossack between the years 1870 and. ) 
1876 ina lugger which (he was a shipwright by if 
ade)” he built at Fremantle with the intention , 
of entering into- pearling operations. However, a 
his services were so much in demand by the 
pearling- fleet and hous e building already oper= 

Z ating that. he sola his boat and remained at 

: Cossack. | 


“My the Sen her two ststers, 
one nroine and her Father arrived by one of the 
large. four masted “wool ships" coming here to - q 
pick up 4 Sea) of woo, The girls were engaged 
as Governess eon certain stations: (my Mother 
whose maiden name was Cave was on Croydon station). 


She married my Father about a year or two after 
married a well 


Mr. Horace (better§ 


e her arrival-and one of her sisters 
known station owner and official, 


— 1850/1860. Stations as we knew them, had been 


w= § 


known as Horrie) Sholl who 


RECS lene: arrived at Cossack 
a 44% LESS ; 


tam now camping at Cossack and 

nope to complete a three months visit before 
returning South, and am prompted to write. this 
narrative, tO COTrect exaggerated and in 
accurate information of events which appesr to 
have been passed on to some of our historians 
“who have-sought knowledge-of the oldest import- 
and Port moth ot emer es : 
: == =Tt appears that 6g as-a 
Port was well established by the year 1860 or 
sear lier. a have no authentic information but 
have heard it ‘stated that Cossack started Z 
opened up- in various” directions, and distances 
from Roebourne. Mrs. Withnell was. well known 
=as=the=tirst- whi te woman 02 arrive at: Cossack 
and gO inland. : = 


by water and L by Tang 


Nesiships large. four” sms cee 
Wesseis)- were calling with. overseas cargo and 
to pick up the woolclip. =Some of these vessels 
would anchor outside the creek beyond Jarman : 
‘Island and the cargo would be unloaded and loaded 
per lighter (usually SSES2 bottomed sailers), 
others would come into the creek and proceed to 
the “Deep hole" Jetty as” 4t-was_ know: on the 
opposite side of the creek -bo= the Fowiehip 
where they could remain afloat’ at any..tide. 
Sometities twoovessels would 1ie 7s ide by stde 

at the Jetty which was stilLa.in order-when 

our family left in 1900. 


of the wharf, and on a signal from the ship's 
‘the lighter and, as the sling swung into _ 


-position on-a signal would release the half 


-lumpers.. 


/ 


Some writers haveestated that the wool was 
carted to Cossack per camel and horse SAAT 
but thas as contrary to fact. Camels were: 
never used for this work and the only Lot..to 
pass through Cossack to the best of my know- 
ledge was a shipment in the early or mid 1890's 
which were landed per lighters from a steamer 
lying outside Jarman Island: and the whole 
shipment went north to the Kimberleys country 
greatly to the relief of Cossack horse owners 
as our horses disliked the scent of the camels 
and stampeded to the hills across the marsh. 


Ses Prior to the arrival of two 
steam lighters (the "Beagle" and the "Croydon) 
in the mid 1890's no power was used at Cossack. 
Unloading cargo from the lighters was carried 
out by one horse power "Boxer". This well 
trained chestnut animal was owned by the Nor- 
West Mercantile Co. formerly W.D. Moore & Co. 
of Fremantle). The operation was simple but 
efficient. Boxer would be hitched to the end 
of a hauling rope ata position near the edge 


hold, would make a fast passage outwards from 
position over the parapet, the driver on a 


hitch from the horses swingle bar, and allow 
the load to land and be dealt with by the 


Wool for shipment arrived at 
Cossack in large waggons drawn by big teams 
of horses or bullocks, hitched or yoked in 
pairs; but as T-state never by camel. Some 
of the wool bales were reduced in size by the 
Nor-West Mercantile Co who operated an effective 
hand press, but the bulk was shipped away in 
large bales similar to those used to the 


“taking up the whole of ‘the ground be 


present day. 


Quite a few shipments of stud i} 

pulls and horses were landed at Cossack from | 

the South in the 90's, and were held for a 

time in the large and strongly fenced paddock W 
tween the ! 

new water police quarters and gaol and running | 

aown toward the water front and alongside the 

Union Bank building (1 believe the yard was 

provided by station owner Sam McKay). 


Cossack for many years was 4 
very busy port handling all supplies for 


“Marble Bar, Whim Creek, Port Hedland, Condon, 
Balla Balla, Maud's Landing and several others. 


The cargo for these places was 


-transhipped at Cossack into ketches, which we 


knew as a vessel larger than a lugger, but 


smaller than a schooner, and having one mast 
taller than the other. ——— 

At least two cecsele competed - 
for the transhipment trade; one skippered by. = 


Syd. Hadley,and the other Jack Tee 


Both these men were colorful 
figures in the life at Cossack, particularly 
Syd Hadley. During the latter half of the 
1890's this skipper after landing his cargo 
at its destination disappeared for several 
months and was written off as Jost at sea. 

He was subsequently found amongst a. tribe of 
aborigines, who picked him up jn a bad condit- 
ion and cared for him. 


Q 


Apter beang found and brought back to Gossack 

pe stayedsat, one boarding house, (which hed been 
gpeneda<to. Cope WEL tien 20.0 ROMS ot Te ore 
penembes rightly took place efter discovery-of 
gold at Mallina). g 


Syd had turned religious and 
declared he-would not have his hair cut {he 
nad grown flowing ‘Locks. reaching below his 
shoulders ) until he had made atonement for his 
past life. He kept. this vow and subsequently 
jeft Cossack to take up Mission work on one of 
our Northern Islands (Sunday Island }- We heard 
of him from time to time, and that<he died 4 
number of years later, true to his work. 

a = Possibly the second most important 
reason for the existence of Cossack was the pearl- 
ing industry which I understand came into operat—_ 
jon between the years 1855 and 1865. By the year 
1895 it had waned considerably; but was st" being 
carried on by 5 diminishing number of luggers and 
4 few schooners. _ SS Se 


ee === 1 =nave been astonished to learn from 
Visitors that they have peen informed that +he- : 
= Japanese were the main owners pearling here in the 

old. days, On the contrary, the Japs had jeast of 
any interest in the andustry:-- Of the Asiatics at 
either Cossack or Roebourne the Japs were a minor= 
ity, except for Japanese women; and in- fact I have 
come to the conclusion that a certain, “Well to do” 
Japanese made nis. wealth by the exploitation of 


these women. Very few Japs were employed in operat= 


ing the pearliné fleet from Cossack. The majority 
of those working the luggers-were Malays and Manila 
men, in- the employ of Furopeen ewners. they 


—s - + 
a My 
Ses =e 


Ee 


Sse) aes 


yould control and supply from a schooner 
always known as the "Mother Ship” . 


The mother ships would control 
possibly five to ten luggers each. 


The luggers would start dribb- 


jing in towards end of September and the last 


yould probably have arrived by end of November 
and the mother ships following. 


——S ~The luggers needing repairs to 
under water copper sheathings, deck caulking. 

or any other work, would lay up at the Western 
end of the town ship on a beautiful wide sandy 


peach, which was a feature of Cossack's fore- 
shore up to the year 1900; but seems to have 
‘deteriorated since then, by the extensive 


collection of mud and Mangrove growth at both 


western and eastern ends of the old port. 


The remainder of the luggers. 


would anchor securely in the protected waters, 
in lee of the mangrove island, lying one third 


the length of Cossack creek at the western end. 


-- At low water=many old rusted anchors and chains 


were still visible as evidence of breakaways 


during a Nwilty willy" or, as they are now 
-known a “cyclone”. Then this occurred the 
-lugger usually followed the course of one of 


the two main creeks, which flowed under the 
two bridges on the road to Roebourne and 
finished high and dry on the marsh beyond; 
from which they were nsually siid back tothe 
creek and worked back to Cossack. (Note: The 
structures, although puiit of very strone- 12x 


12 


bearers which had apparently been washed 
across the marsh -lay stradling the oid tram 
track nesr the foot of ‘Table Top’ Hy il aA 
jt. was Still in good condition The bridges 
have now been dispersed with by many tons of 
stone). : : ; 5 ‘ 


= out =the layup ote the 1 leet each 
eat cauSedss—b 1g 1 nCrecse—3n. ths popilaties 
of Chinetown From @ norma) +29 ‘ae spproximstely 
350. This increase ususilty bed to sivary 
brawls, stabbings p01 8.8 Onr-one ooeAs (On. 
shooting. 10 practically every case the 
Malays were usugily the principal parttctpenss> 
and —2t TAMES 5 = spec dal poli Lee We ye— Saves FU Ete 


ee = : : SFG ‘unde eFstand the position 
exearly: ne mi eit be advisable fq gi veo descrip 
tion OD i= =6 hina town C L 1S was nev Gas yefer reds to. ae 
a. He): == Z aos 


———— “Lt was nade up ae “two Chinese 
“stores, Chines e bakery; =-ONne: Japanese — Store 
—{Muramat's), one Turkish beth house, a few lap 
males, a lot of Jap a goodly” number of 
Chinese anda big major aor Malays_ and lesser 
number of Manila men; in addition to. these — 
Asiatics, there were two Chinese stores and one 
bakery in Cossack township itself, also 2 Cinga= 
lese tailor; Due no other Asiatics. = 


Troub hese at China town often broke 
out whilst the Chinese celebrated their annual 
festive ecersiols the main feature of which was 
a huge moving “dragon” On one such occasion our 
leading Cossack Chinese storekeeper had his 
throat cut at Roebourne Chinatown ( the Doctor 
subsequently saved his life however), another 


\ alll ae eee 


“as stabbed at Cossack; another-incident was 
une occasion ( at the time of the earlier 
mentioned gold rush) when our Japanese cook 
employed at the Boarding House my parents were 
punning s was shot dead as he sat in his room 
at Chinatown by Malays who took it into their 
heads to shoot through the weather board wails 
of every Japanese occupied house. ‘The final 
jncident that stands out in my memory, was an 
occasion about 18 months before leaving Cossack. 
4 number of young chaps and lads (including 
yours truly) took it into our heads to form a_ 
pand and Christmas ‘Eve played about the town 

and after the elders had imbibed a few drinks 
and been presented with several bottle of beer 
which my elder brother was given to carry for 
safety, we proceeded to "play" at Chinatown. 
“The bag was placed in a narrow laneway along- 
side Muramat's store and we played in front 

of a house occupied by a “number of Malays. 


After an interval, it was 
found that our bag of beer had disappeared; 
two of our older members accused the Malays of 
stealing . An argument ensued, the Malays 
drew revolvers and came at us. Fortunately 
we had as a member of our party a young chap. } 
named Albert Ramsamy and he could speak the 
Malay language fluently. “ne addressed them 
forcibly in their own tongue and persuaded — 
them to sheath their weapons. (By the way — 
the bag of beer was never found). 
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Writing 7 4% 
me that the family El ae TY renee 
jn the pearling industry. They Se = a 
ned but certainly not American ox African a ect 
I: have since concluded they were possibly uae 
jJamaican-origin. Sam, whom I understood to be 
the father of John and Albert, used a lugger 4 
little larger than the general eivesand was 
operating right up to the time of our departure. 
John carried oh in a couple of open boats manned | 
by aboriginal skin divers and-in season, would ij 
return with a load of gulls'eggs which would be i 
sold at Cossack in kerosene tins and were 
availed of as a very acceptable addition to the 
menu. (Very few hen eggs were avaLlable)+5Gulis* 
eggs were about three quarter size of a full size 
hen egg and the shell was spotted with irregular 
black markings. Se : 


Very important (and possibly the 


most unique of its kind in the State) was our 3 
horse tram service which was carried on between | 
Cossack and Roebourne over a 12 mile route. Lt | 
do not recall when the service was introduced, ~ 
but 1 can remember riding the trainee yeak 


1889... 


= = The carriages were quite comfort- 
able with seats running down the centre jength- 
=wise and the passengers sat both sides, pack to 
pack. Strong red and white striped curtains ran 
from roof to floor along the outer edge of the 
floorboards and the driver sat ina semi-enclosed 
seat outside the front-of the txam-- with good 
brakes to control speed and good control of the 
horse which was usually kept at a steady trot. 
The service. was two trams per day from both 
Roebourne and Cossack and a goods truck service 
in between. 


Don 


+ 


“North and proceeded about half a 


earl] y 


fhe system was: for a tram to 
at the Same time-as that’ Leaving Cossack 
¢he trams would meet at a double ee eaotton 
six miles from each place and would change * 
norses and drivers, gee 


leave Roebourne 


The car barn and stables were 
situated just beyond the new courthouse (still 
standing) and. the original starting stati ie 
was at the corner near the Jetty, cee the 
route was changed on the building of the new 


custom house and bond store about the middle 
of the 1890/1900 period. 


The route up to this time was 

a mile, passing 
the new courthouse site before it was built, 
and then turned West across the marsh for 

about four miles, where it entered the spinifex 
country passing close to Table Top Hill. 


After building the new custom 
and bond store, courthouse, water police 
quarters and gaol, a new tram station was built 
on raised land opposite the White Horse Hotel; 


“between the main road and the sea and the route 


proceeded west (protected by a stone wail from 
the rising tides) for about one quarter mile 
then turned North, crossing our main front 
street onward, over a concrete culvert (this 
culvert 46 -6tadebeeintact).and-on past the new 
school (built 1896/7) until it joined the old 
route as it entered the four mile of marsh 
previously mentioned. Lt might also mention 
that the telegraph line also followed the 

Same route. 


iste 


foot of Mt. Welcome on the main street and so 


for the greater part of the time, 


"5 


After the 1891 
eee : S 1 will F, : ; 
tram played an important part in eign thee 
Cossack school ‘children. ee gf 


SSS 


> = 


The ort eireL sch 
: } ool (it was also 
Church, concert and dance hall), was situated in 
the hollow between the long hill at the back of 
the town and the present courthouse. 


The willy willy com ; de : 
= ; . pletely. demol- j 
ished the hall and so far as I-know it was never t 
rebuilt. — a : : 


All school children were placed 
on the tram in the morning and brought back 
an the late afternoon. We attended the old 
Roebourne school which was a wooden hall at the 


far as I can recall, Miss Rouse was our teacher 


: Between school out and tram 


starting time, we filled in by playing on the 
rocks around the deep pools of the Harding — 


River until a boy and girl from a Roebourne ~ 
family were drowned and authorities got a move 
on building the new stone school, which is stiliK 


standing, minus the roof-on the back street, soon = 
after passing Nanny Goat Hill at= the entrance to | 
Cossack Se = = | 


I have been told on more than one 
Gaston OY asked=Was.1t4 fact that Cossack was 
built by the convicts?”— T> this 1 can give avery 
positive denial. Convicts as we know them were 
never brought to 
The nearest approach to convict 
work which was =done<by our native 


“Cossack for any work. whatsoever. 
labour was that 


prisoners; who were always chained in 'pairs"! 
by about 12 feet of light mesh chain one end 
pitted by leather bound collar arotnd his neck 
and linked at the end of the chain to his le 
workma tes chain, thus giving each at least 20 
feet working space. For clothing the prisoners 
wore only a grey blanket skirt from waist to 
knee. rE well recali-a large gang in the mid 

or Later 90's being located in a house at the 
rear of our place; but nearer Nanny Goat Hill 
on the back road. These prisoners were in 

the locality for a long while and were occup- 
jed forming the foundation and surfacing the 
main front street, which ran past our front 
door. On -one occasion a pair managed to slip 
‘away from the gang and made off across tie 
marsh. - The warder could not pursue and as 
mounted police were not stationed at Cossack, 


— word had to be sent to Roebourne. By. the time 


Piast 0 Viele police got onthe escapees! tracks 
it was found that they had managed without —_ 

much loss of time to split a link and discard — 
— the chains. The apparent ease and skill which 
they demonstrated in this, and other — 
“rather discards the authenticity of supposed 
happening during the 1898 willy oy mee 
some damage was done to the Roebourne gaol. 
The tale as told to me recently was that 

fall- the =prisone rs Go over the wall and 
that some returned to the police station with 
an injured Constable and.then cleared off 
again", The tale (or leg pull) then is that 
all were found strewn along the track-after 
the storm."dead" as they had=not been able 
to discard their chains. ~lleave my. readers 
to judge the possibility of this happening, 
and it seems strange that 1, myself at the 
age of 14 when this was supposed to have 
happened, have no recollection of such a 
Sensational event. 


SS 


7 
| 

Whilst eGo ot 

their posacion in the life of Coaaneea e 

the period under review, but before dc ene tee £ 

will repeat a couple of the stories Pe teres 

us by our parents in reference to the local : 


tribe and its relations with tr ; 
: tl 1 
of Cossack. ie early history 


= I was given to understand the ~ 
tribe claiming Cossack as part of its stamping 
ground was a small one and quickly became 
friendly with the whites. I have forgotten 
the native name of their King, but he was best 
known to the whites as King "Mulligan". 


Sees == On=an early occasion when one of 
the first shiploads of cattle anchored in ; 
Cossack creek, the King and some of his followers 
were invited aboard to see the catt Lethe —— 
visitors took one look into the hold at the 
tossing horns and, led by King Mulligan and a 
yell of “Joona” (their name for the devil), 
they dived overboard and swam ashore .— 


—— = ~ Another story having a more — a 
historical bearing was that on a memorable 
occasion, King Mulligan kept the whites informed ~ 
of a pending attack. by a hostile tribe from the ~ 
North, which was to take the form of a surprise 
on Cossack across what all know now as “Popes — 
Nose". creek at the South western entrance to= 
what is-now the = port ot. Point Samson" .._ In due 
course, the few women of Cossack were Letisin 
the “Weld" hotel billiard room under the care 
of King Mulligan and his tribe, whitst=othes 
whites went out to meet the hostile tribe as 
they attempted to cross the creek and gave 
them such a reception that no further attempt 
was ever made again to attack. 


- 18 = 


I have earlier 
ns under which the native 
eid for various offences; but the 

re was 
pystol of recruiting labour which some ere 
pook at. with condemning eye, or caustic = 
gongue + But in spite of such, the method 
seemed to work to the satisfaction of both 
parties: I would make it clear that I am 


referring only. to the period 1890/1 
j have personal memory. 90/1900 of which 


mentioned condit- 
Prisoners were 


eS 


} 


-lwice during this 
period I have memories of a schooner arriving 


at the beach opposite our home, with a load of 
aboriginal youths of ages from: 18, to maybe 25 
These recruits for labour had Been picked up 5 
along the coast and had come apparently willingly. 
They were unloaded on to the ‘beach and camped 

there until signed on to various employers, I 

/ yould again emphasise that they were apparently 
“quite happy and often engaged in various games 

with myself and other youths, on the beach; 

which at that time was a fine wide sandy beach 
reaching from "Nanny Goat" Hill almost-to-—=— 
Cossack Jetty. Some of} these recruits - -were 
absorbed into labour at Cossack, but the- majorit ty. 
went to Roebourne and possibly to station : : 
employment ~ of their destination = have. SC = = =—— i 
knowledge. I understood the employment ‘condit- 

ions to be two years service and - then return = 

to their original ~ recruiting point if. they : 

' desired. They never desired ‘lodgings,but_ 

preferred to sleep in "Mia_ Mias*.. Board and 

} wages were 2/- per week, plus tobacco, this 

latter was the =we dt known "Conqueror lewis ty 

which the blacks usually” ecneue®: Due seldom 

smoked. oes — 


iS) 


The 2/—was sal A ; j 
As an example of the contented lade CANE s 
of these recruits. 1 = happy lives 
: aN ruseseas ee quote the occasion on 
h which our boy" on a certain Sunday afternoon 
: ted myself—and elder brother with another Lad, 
secretly to A position in the sandnills beyond 
Martin's staughter house, where we were able 
to wistnes= a tribal fight, unknown to the two 
participants. The fight was between two 
: parties, some eight or ten natives in each, 
3 with apparently two adjudicators in addition. 
= The parties faced each other at spear throwing 
distance and on a given signal alternatively 
aimed their weapons at the opposing marty, 
whose defence apparently was to deflect the 
spear from their bodies, with a long narrow 
_ shield, gripped at the back by a hand hold. 
The fight continued with several showers of 
spears by each party until one participant — ———— 
failed to deflect and the spear pierced his == = = 
shoulder. Apparently all parties agreed that — = 
“the dispute was settled and we made haste to— 
get out of the way before they disbanded. _ 
ae “The natives employed by the white, 
usually camped in low “Mia Miats" built by: = 
themselves close to their employment; but a 
comunity native camp was situated tor maim ; 
years just clear of the township, at the western 
foot of a long hill behind the main portion of — 
the town. Speaking of the-"Mia Miats* occupied 
by the natives, men and womet, {J have no hesit- 
ation recording that they were usually very 
Clean and=oursparents were quite content Eo 
allow us:to remain in oT around.the Mia Mia’s 
for av-freater partof the day=--the peak 
population seems to bea subjeet of much 
speculation and £-fear 4 Lo t..0. exaggeration 


ee) 
put judging from the fact that 
pouses were built during the Ete; , 
4800 (none had been aes ts isa) ana er eee 
houses were practically unknown until 41895 
j feel safe in asserting’ that Cossack was at | 
yt peak during the first hair of the five | 
years of 1890. 


&@ number of 


I have also heard it said that 
the three stone buildings now standing (customs 
quarters and bond store, courthouse, water 
police quarters and gaol) were amongst the 
first and oldest. I am sorry to disappoint but 
the buildings mentioned were the last to be 
puilt at Cossack, apart from one stone and 
two wooden structures built behind Nanny Goat | 
fill by Harry Edney, and later another by his 
son Jim Edney, near the old site of the blacks? 
camp at the foot of the long hill. The stone 
building was the=school built. 1896/7. =—— 


== The customs, courthouse,-etc., 
were built as far as I can place them in 1895, 
which date fits in with the opening of the = : 
new tram route made necessary by the fact that | 
the bond store was being built on the original 
station site. —= —— 


—— Galbraith's store ( the walls cf 

which still stand) was built 1890/1 and the first ~ 
constructed of sandstone such as obtained along 
the--sea front. —— Se = 


we 21 = 
The Post orf 


ice 
first stone constructed balidite sractea a 
Cossack. (Please note Ih ee: 


to stone cons trucited only), {I was-no been 
when the Post Office was erected and have 
never heard mention of its date Possibl 

R = : . y the 
Mercantile store building may rival it for 
date; but certainly not the only other two stone 
puilt buildings, namely the Union Bank and 
McRae's (residence) built opposite each other 
at the eastern extremity of the town and were 
erected prior to 1889 which is the earliest 
my memory goes back. During the period under 
review, there were 47 wood constructed houses 
at Cossack. (Iron was seldom used for walis 
and asbestos was unknown). I have included as 
houses, the two hotels (the "White Horse" and 
"Weld" built side by side), and also the two 
Chinese stores and Cingalese tailor shop. I 
would however, make it clear that I have not 
included any houses of the Asiatic town at the 
extreme eastern boundary. a * 


Several tragic happenings occured 
at Cossack, which naturally in such a close- 
knit community created a deep impression, such as 
the sudden death of Mr. Truslove, the father == 
of five children and later, another well known — 
and respected resident, Mr. Shakespeare Hall 
(known to all and sundry as Shaky Hall) who 
was in the habit of taking a regular early 
morning dip in the creek opposite his residence, 
until the morning when he failed to return and 
was found dead, floating in the creek. Another — 
case which affected our School, was the death of 
Laura Pearl, aged 10, daughter of Police Serg- 
e€ant Pearl. Her death was caused by piercing 
her foot with a rusty nail in the school yard. 
Tetanus had no anti-date at that period and 
was known as "lock-jaw". 


} 
wow 


: ee agai in the-blow of 1894, 
pyHe ; nn was dragged under at her 
pnoreeen css she sheltered from a willy 
ally (Previously she had sheltered and | 
weathered storms etstossack).-0n.this occaston 
he nad sheltered at the "Flying Foam", and 
joined py another skipper, we know as Joe, 


= choone 


was 
: = : : who 
was returning Wi th a Malay whom he had rescued 


proll an istand farther out. The Malay was the 
only survivor when the "Ann" went down. He was 
a deck and climbed the rigging as she sank. 
(a tain Erickson, his wife and child, Joe and 
esire crew were pelow decks and Lost their 
rives- Another tragic happening of which ie 
nave no personal knowledge, but my parents 
several times spoke of and pointed out premises 
as being similar to ‘the enclosed verandah in 
which the victims were sleeping. —=lhe tragsic 
pappening was the murder of Bank Manager 
Anketel at Roebourne (and some say his assistant : z 
also) who -were sleeping in separate portions — Sa 
of tile punga low shaped_and partly enclosed ~ eS 
S yerandan. He Manager's keys nad been taken” 


Pj nd- may have been fised; no money was missing 


and the murderer was never identified; and 


whilst many motives have been discussed, that. 


- of possession of signed documents appears to 
have been the mos t favoured. 


Whilst yecording the date. of 
building construction, T omitted a fact about 
the old Post Office which. few seem to be aware 


The Post Office work was orig- 
inally carried on 4n the eastern rooms of the 
upstairs floor and. the wes term room Was used 


yr. Birch-as-‘a chemist shop, the 
pool (or aS. We; knew [47 the cellar) was. tl 
cus tom house and bond store, and it waeonot— 
gntil the new premises nearer the water? Pont 
aS previously mentioned) were ocClipied : 
ypat my father was given the contract to 
convert the lower premises to the Post Office 
yequirements and the business was carried on 
jn the lower premises until finally closed 
after my departure from Cossack. ~ 


{50 urict 


Another interesting point is 
chat the yellow coloured bricks used in the 
cornice of the building were of overseas 
manufacture and probably arrived as_"Profit- 
able" ballast in some wool ship coming for 
pack-loading of wool. The bricks bear an 
imprint of three letters - DK4 - and possibly 
anyone very interested in the date of the _ 
Post Office erection could trace the origin 
of the bricks = = Se 


— The “North West Times: was = 
published at Roebourne and my father was the — 
Cossack agent. 1 did the delivery-to sub- — 
scribers at Cossack every Saturday morning 
after the arrival of the tram from Roebourne = =— 
nnd Also-sold-a few extras to easuals.— [he a 
method of supplying householders with water ~~ 
supply requirements was probably unique. - = 
The main source of supply was one. well at the 
western end of the town and north about 500 
yards from Nanny Goat Hill. The older settlers 
had learned that in sinking their wells, it 
Was necessary to Stop, almost as=soon as fresh 
Water was struck. lf further deepening was 
Persisted in, their. labour was wasted by the_ 
"try of salt water. 


as eee ed eae 


~ 


The water was : 
ie raised by ships 
.tyle hand pump and filled into Vonenc barrel 
of 20...0% 60 gallons each. ‘ as 


The barrels had 801 - | 
jnto each end and were rolled Tene a ae Ti 
pecame very Soon, a welldefined track, attached 
to a horse by trace chains and collar. ‘Three 
parrels could be rolled in this Bee Bree 


trip, by attaching two others behindthe first 
on short trace chains. s 


_ This well defined track led 
right through from the West end.of the town- 
ship to Chinatown at the East.-send, with 
intermediate tracks leading into the main 
township: 


Practically every building had 
_ water tanks to take advantage of any rain 
“that might possibly fall in the summer, it 
was most unusual to get any winter showers. — 
~All the labour was done by aborigine boys 

and: therefore cost little and I can recall a 
‘time when competition was keen and the water 


' was carted and emptied into the customers 


fanks for 1/— per barrel. At one period the 
district experienced an unusually long = 
drought. At times it was found the well 
supply would fail ‘before the days requirements 
were secured and on one occasion it was said 
that an old Chinese, finding he could not get 
supply through the pump, climbed down to the 
water; but could not get out again and was 
discovered by the first seeker of water in 

the morning. The days supply had to be 

wasted and after that, the well cover was 
Carefully locked. = 


See 
My fins Ne He aoe " 

tii Cossack after ee ace ned ua 4 ntance 
~ealr 19365 tT stayed ata Combanwt1 sao gar pie 
ywo hotels which by then had Sawa ae of the 
phe. ;  L=was astonished to find that there ace 
no water available {rom the local welle“2 ae 
all supplies were being carted from Rasbece : 
py moter transport, ae 


On making enquiry : 
= : y of the “couple 
of old hands still in the district it epee 
that a new, OF younger element had spoilt a 
supplies by removal of hand 


enc pumps and replacing 
vith power. Naturally the intake of water could 
not cope with power requirements and to remedy 


this the newcomers immediately deepened the 
wells, which at once produced results, but 
unfortunately the result was salt water, 


_ The late Harry Edney 's reply == 
to my enquiry quickly a.d no doubt accurately 
summed up the position when he stated "The 


B 277? so and so's thought they knew everything 


and would not lower themselves to ask me, and = 
Iwas not going to tell them". Harry stilt had 
water in his own private well and he and he 
» father had worked the contract to dig the two 

| public wells. ee = a 


It may not be known by many that 
the first motor car to_be-driven=tn- the township 
/¥aS owned and driven by a woman; Miss Ada 
/Stewart, daughter of the licensee of the Weld 
hotel namely Mrs. W.T. Banger,'who, after her 
rst husband's death had continued to carry on- 
the hotel and married Mr. Banger, a pearler-. 
*far as T ean recall the year that the cares 
pSed was the end of 1898 or early the Frollowrns 
fr, And oh? what a smell and smoke tt Left 


behing . 4 
“nt-as it passed. 


A$) 


Twenty years 
an absence : 
che foot of the hide ae ie 
sf Pix -SANSOnN and dias - P P 
I came upon three soe Pea Saye See 
no greup would be. of Wiese e. pian Spa Bone! 
understand the=goats=pecame’ 4 Se ee 
Tt was IT believe from Cossack aoe 2 ones 
originated. A’ certain par ty ie meee 
name, kept a—herd of milking FS fg or lteae 
and supplied a number of residents Meseerire 
few. years “betore the-departure-of su; ees 
from Cossack, the goat owner went South ee 
tried to sell his goats before departure, not 
finding anyone willing to relieve hii Sec 
herd; he drove them into the hills and T ade 
- stand in= spite of organized raids, the herds 
are Still in possession. For food Supplies the 
Port was dependant on the infrequent arrival 
of boats from Singapore and Fremantle. Practic- 
ally all our potatoes came from Singapore in 
large two handled baskets, covered at the top. 
with close woven Chinese matting. No potato 
would be larger than an ordinary size pullet's 
egg and most would be smaller. The baskets 
were very useful to householders. _ 


880, when f Fevias ted 
38 years L drove 
a, direc tion No fth- wee 


Cossack after 


hte 


A small Chinese garden was = 
situated behind the sandhills at the rear of 
the township,—but this garden grew barely — 
enough to keep the two hotels in supplies. For 
a part of the year a Chinese vegetable cart cane 
from Reebourne one a week: but with every 
reasonable severe willy willy the gstrden was — 
Swept-away by the Harding River and fora period 
we had no supply except for what we would collect 
on the flats at the junction of the Harding 


~ 29 


River and Cossack creek 
3 


where su¢ 
and melons grew sch 


prolifically fo 


aS toma toes” 
Yr Some time. 


A lot Of nati 
such aS t~ cockles, o¥Stersy port ie 
nalgoos, vurkey; kangaroo, maryann (a sien 
fruit of prickly pear ( this grows- the Size of 
an egg and LS used for pies, jam and rant : 
after the prickles haq been removed by rubbi 
petween paper). es 


used 


The main supply of firewood was 
from the mangrove, where the natives cut it into 


four foot lengths and transported it to the 
beach wnere it was stacked in long rows four 
feet high and-, sold as required by the cord —- 
Ge x Hix The “No fels “and bakerc were the 
principal buyers, 


Whilst referring to food Supplies 
I omitted mention of meat. A certain amount — 
of goat meat was used, but in addition good 
supplies came from our local butcher. The — = i 
butchering business was carried on by Ebinezer = | 
Martin and his son Bob. The beef was driven = 
in from the stations by Bob and in our opinion 
no better or skilful at handling cattle than _ 
Bob could be found. ee 


The slaughtering yards were == == 
Situated at the back and close to the bottom — 
of the long hill at the rear of the township, 
a large piggery -was also run in conjunction 
with the yards. -[ am not very certain but=L 
have a faint recollection the slaughter yards = 
were originally.carried on by people named Stock. 


~ 28. = | 

When ¢ | 

; “O8Sack heran tc ‘% We | 

Ga to fall back, rit 

about the middle 904s Martin's ceased el t sy 4 

tering but carried on with supplies <eeonetn : | 
; 4 Les ) , 

Roebourne yards, which were situated bahiinos! | 
| 
| 
| 


hill not far from the Harding River at the half- 


way boundary between Cossack and Roebourne 


Apart from ban 
anas (sold by the 
punch) and pomeloes, which came Bae Sinecers 


yery—little in the way of -fruiit + s L 
Very occasionally and far ee ee 
of grapes would arrive packed in sawdust and 
usually separated from the stems, dehydrated 
potatoes in large tins were available, 


A small-pox scare occured during 
the early 90's, no cases occured at Cossack but 
one man who died from the disease on one of the 
Singapore boats was buried at Cossack, which 
risky job fell on to my father who was the local 
undertaker. I am not sure, but I have a faint 
recollection that the case came from the S.S. 
"Saladin". 


The school teaching - during my 
school days was carried out by females. TI can, 
IT think recall the names of all. The lady who 
taught us for the longest period was Miss Eva 
Hall, a niece of Mr. Shakespeare Hall, whose 
tragic death has been referred to. His daughter 


(I omit the name purposely for reasons as you 
will see). It was the habit or custom for an 
inspector from South, to come to Cossack 
annually to examine the scholars 
passes or otherwise. 


and issue 


mir Ae ps 

During th 

name J have omitted) 
the “inspector arrived ee 
attendance. eee 


ats ee went on with the e€xamin-— 
ation and about two hours later the teacher 


© period ‘the 
was in charge of 
but found no 


Lady (who se 


impressed, 
quickly .-— 
Writing of dances at Roebourne 
Seas Ke Uy mind-an item that may interest my 
readers. in-recent years the discovery of ~ 

white Sturt Peas has been reported from a few 
places. I think the year would be 1897 that 
Hubert Hall and myself ~discovered a beautiful 
creamy white flower, having a pale red (or pink) 
eye, whilst riding after a cow (on horse) in —— 
the rocky gullies leading to the marsh at the 

end of the causeway on the right hand side 

A dance was on soon after the occasion Af 
Roebourne and 1 received from several ladies — 

1/- each for.the blooms to be worn at the dance 
Probably this could be the earliest recorded 
discovery of the.rare white Sturt Pea (we 
knew the flowers only by the name of "Red — - 
Dragon". ) ee Se 


Police duties were carried out 
at the port by one land (or foot policeman) 
and usually two water police. As far as I 
can recall, Sergeant_John Pearl was stationed 
here for the whole of the period under review — 
1889 to 1900.0 He iJived with his family ina 
long wooden puitding between the new court- = 
house and the road leading-toward the cemetery, 


ma 10 


phe courthouse was one large room at 
restern end of t bu fiecke 
western ae eeu building and the lockup 
or J : e back of the new courthouse. 
=. The i 
water police were. stationed 


pere as a rule and met every boat with their 


smart cuvcter. 


Lhe-fixrst - ; 
the new stone Quarters aL ee oe 
office was Geo. Brown and his family, ana=G 
Fry (single). A stone jail was adsonbutte = 
the rear but-whether or not anyone ever oc a. — 
a = Scupied 
—4it 1 cannot say. Although approx. 80% of the 
puildings at Cossack were of wood construction 
tT can recall only two fires; The first Secured 
during the early hours of the morning following 
Guy Fawkes day celebration. ~The home was a 
small cottage on the Western slope of the long 
nill behind Cossack occupied by Harry Barlett, 
the wharf night watchman. We had spent £9. 0.0 
on fireworks which Mr. Geo. Tee had manufactured 
and procured from various ships: stocks of ” 
rockets. The bonfire was composed of packing . | 
cases from the storekeepers. —tlowever we were 
exonerated by Mr. Barlett who recalled that he 
had left-a primus burning. = —- = —— 


The other fire was our own home 
and all that was saved was -a.cockatoo andthe | 
clothing, etc., of us, three elder boys. We 
were fortunate in being domiciled in a small 
one room cottage facing the back street at 
the rear of the main house. — 


SH 


As ‘spor t 


RTS oe pepper is a domins | 
of present day life it might ae capene Phase 
many to look back ang Bttidy 4 wee 7Lesting for 


* WAY DSoOple 


of the last 6ene ration enjoyed their ley 
¥ L\€1sure, 


=... he =inain 
gig or open boat race, 
boats was carried out — 
producing paints for the 
ships 5202's 200 shore Owned were all] contest-— 
ants. Then —there were lu 
certain islands and back, 
races. Contestants were a 
any thing resembling the sh 


event was=-the eight oar 


aration of 
Such aS Special speed 


2 Swimming and diving for adults and 
by no means the least popular was the greasy pole 
from the Western corner of the wharf. Foot races 
were also held and contestants for most events — 
Joined in from Roebourne, to say nothing of pract— 
ically the rest of Roebourne population as spect- 
ators. SS ee 


The annual horse races at Roebourne 
were also popular and possibly the whole of Cossack 
population attended. It was not “uncommon to have 
jockeys from the South riding and during the latter 
bart of the century, some horses were sent upto — 
compete. A tote was run and tickets were 10/- — 
each as I knew to my Sorrow when a-sailor (Charlie 
Johnson) gave me a half sovereign to put on the 
tote and I lost. Sen 


rat pdm 


Cricket 

, and foot raci ? 

5 Ar * F v Vs cing were 
opular A practice Pitch was afeinees 


pehind the old scho - - 

all important neeeee ee a 
Northern side of the Cramwayo Line ae ge 

a turn to Roebourne. The pitch and-f ste 
was the dry marsh land, Occasionally Jap: 
exhibitions of wrestling were ite pent e 
few Japanese from Chinatown. A iam <7 = Ly 
would be set up in front of the Mereinet ea 
store for the event. Almost every Saturda ae 
the winter,.foot races for boys would be Bead 
along the roadway in front of the two hotels 
and Mercantile store and money prizes would 

be donated by the men who organised the events 
Later when the two wheel bicycle came into ee 
races were held for these. 


Concerts and dances were organ- 
ised, Mr. Geo. Tee being the leader as a rule. 
These events were held in the old ‘school until 
the 1894 destruction and after that any organ-—_ 
ised would be in the dining hall of the White F 
Horse Hotel as also would be the performances : 
of any visiting troupes from the South who 

came very occasionally. Bicycles did not reach 
us until a little after the middle of the 1890's 
and soon became very popular with the youth and 
young men although so far as I can recali, 

adults did not use them up to the time we left 

(1900). My employer (Mr. Geo. Tee) was the 

first to have a gramaphone (or as we knew it a 

talking machine) and I can assure you it caused 

much curiousity and entertainment. 


Sf) 
Some may 
what date the Concrete 
speaking Wharr was 
exactly when 1t was 1, OF first used, 
but IT can cal] CO mind Seeing some Of the 
filling in; after th i 
were complete, and as had not then movéd to — 
our new: house: being built on the-main road near 
Nanny Goat Hill, but w i 
house at the Castern end nearly opposite the 
Union Bank, the date [ 


be 


Cur ious Lo know at 
FEtty op more Strictly 
SOnstructed. Ido not know 


for some time. My parents opened a boarding house 
to accomodate the men as they came off the os 
Two empty houses were rented, not far a Sere 
Sur home and whilst helping to wait on oo e ee 
and after school hours, I came to know Sees oo 
fine chaps, whom I have never See = 
ar_was still unfinished when we tert —— = 
1900 ; many. good horsemen enlisted from ‘o 

aud passed through Cossack. 


—<— 


3h 


The town celebratéd the relief of Mafeking 


by—a big displa oF 
speeches ina _ Ships bunting and 


Mercantite 


Ppatritotre 
arge square between the 
Store and wharf fence. 


——— = == Up —to.the time of 
leavive Cossack, eTect 
prc 
ot ref rigerat Se 
Sera ion had not arrive 
port cf heavy ma Lerjad 


Hur fame by 
-Lelepbones, 
dard at | brane = 
moe re 3 

heavy two wheeled vehi oe S a 
was=said that for the construction “os Be Aes 
on Jarman disdond, Si eens Edney ee 


Franspor ted stine 
and 0 the rr tate isa 


d across the channel tothe 
island by teams of} herses=and drays at low 
spring =tides. = 1. myself, wi tnessed his trans] 
port of elt material used by my father in the 
construction of the explosives magazine whch 
was eg eed=oul 1s ae jatter half or mid 90's” 


— = Probably very few are aware that 
the magazine was built, in a large hollow beyond - 
the first hill on the Eastern boundary of the 
cemetery. The materials were conveyed by i 
several horses drawing oneof the typical heavy 
drays up the hill slope at the top-end of the 
cemetery and then proceeded through the gully 
or depression formed where two hills met ack = 
the northern extremity of the main hill. fF 
quite belaeve even our modern tractors would 
have trouble in porto pe: the- same operation. 


Very slight Gidiea Aon is now 
visible of a magazine ever having existed in 
the natural protected depression. ~he- o-ver= 
turned trolley or truck used on a light rail 
track for transport to and from vessels isthe 
only andication, other than two rows of spikes 


set ua ae the hatura] Stone leadin,. down 
water's: edge On. the Stern afar 7 
where the-sma]] e i Tac ae 


The mention of these-fea s 
tranport reminds me : 


wife were amongs t the final four old identities 
to leave Cossack. t understand they were sent 


South at the time of the last worig WAS ATE 
four died very soon i 


to and from VeSsels an 
Island was Cabri 6d =ont mainly by flat bottomed 
weoden, double wideds lighters. The keej of 

one of these vessels, the "Amy". fS=stity 

angroves which 
: ‘This vessel] 

at the spot Opposite 


: Several other remains of vessels 
are Visible near the eAiny Soe of these may be 
the lighter "Cossack" which was stil]-in casual 
Set Ce— late the 1890's. _two or possibly - 


the Army or Navy. 


=. About 1895 6 POSSibly a little 
later, the lighterage services were taken over 

by two steam Powered, steel constructed lighters. 

The "Beagle" Was the larger of the two and was 


another Company which ran a combined eran epee: 
and from Singapore and Fremantle. = wa8 ees 
at their local representatives' office aoe the 
last three years I remained at SEs meee 
Ceney was owned and controlled by ae > aes 
Tee, (Mis Pegesauces carried out all-assay w 


Sera 
for Marble Bar anq- Whim-Ci eek 
producing ore), Mirsy Tee—Later returned to 
England and Mr. Harding=took over Sires. 
business .— Mri; Aubry Hall was agent pes 
the Adelaide S-S.-Company than ran the other 
lighter, and his office was Situated next door 


to Mr. Tee's “premises — The. ne : i 
ARE ENOSS ores ~ Name of this ter 
was the “Croydon? . : eg 


and any other 


: : Cyclones or as te 
Wily Nit tyes) Were. problem tosbe eee 
with. All-houses, including stone built or 
otherwise had their roofs anchored to the 
earth by heavy wire rigging as used by the 
larger vessels =- No warning such as present 
day radar etc.;, was available to warn of “an 
approaching blow and knowledge as to centre 
of fringe was apparently nil. If the weather 
during the summer months, September to April 
looked at all likely to develop into a “Willy. 
Willy" preparation was made to meet- the. worst, 
sometimes it did not develop which was probably 
becaus€ we were on the outer cycle of fringe = 
as we have named them over the past few years. 


= ‘All houses had heavy shutters 
ready to drop down or close from side hinges — 
and they were secured promptly at all warning ~~ i 
Signs. = 


Cossack and Roebourne usually 
appeared to be in the centre of any blow that 
we received; if we were mot, it was not regarded 
as a true "Willy Wilty®. The only two blows I 
Can recall from personal experience was 1894 
and 1898. The blow of 1894 was the first exper- 
lence after moving to our new house in 1890. 


The house 
ene Main Road and 


and the tram line 
concrete culvert 


jevel on wooden Piles : 
flooding - 


: During the first half of the i9h 
plow the lighter "Cogsacx" Sone 0 Ver the req qe 
struck the corner verandah post and passed on 
the rear finishing aie 


the flood waters, 
then ensued,. 


ed that the pearl=-—= 
Harriet" was line pS 
@ front of the house (her keel had just failea- ———== 
m ‘© clear the road); she was— leaning toward the 
house and of course all water had cleared, SO. —— 
feo oS =the lull came—-on, after iis blow was = 
over it was observed “that. the wind had lifted- —— 
the vessel and she was. leaning outwards = =e 
)‘nother schooner was on dry land at the-eastern 
Side of the Jetty and several luggers were sunk 
or dismantled (one crew member was drowned at — 
uleanchorage )=and-o thers were driven across the 
Barsh. This was the same blow that caused the= 
Sinking of the schooner "Ann" in the foam _ = 
PPSsave,. with the ‘tragic death of the Erickson 
family ana others, and when our school house 
MS also destroyed. The next serious blow 


See ea eee 


38 


gecured in 1898, ANE Pio fag = warning we.) shifted 
to the billiard room on the leet ai de of Brettts 
house, near "Nanny Goat Hill” which was occupied 
at -the time by Malachy Meagher and his tire 
bride Just recently up fromthe South The ir 
wedding presents were laid out on the billiard 


lifted off and we had to enter the main build- 
~iang Y¥ia a rear door and that {Pino s==w 
badly-with Mr. Meagher, 4s fie ee ee 
=“was caving in, despite heavy shutters. The 
property was saved by=s 5 quickly bolstering 
the windows with double bed and mattress, 
Ano ther couple who had their roof lifted, tried 
to make their way to the new school near by- 
and as~soon as hit by the wind they were parted 
and hung on behind separate coastal spinifex- oat 
(not the prickly kind). “Neither party knew 
what had become of the other until the storm 
was over. Luggers were sunk avd small vessels~ 
wrecked in the creek. The S.S.Beagle had 
‘broken from her moorings at the Jetty. swung — 
“round on to the rocks and finished up with 
her stern almost on the tram station platform 
with a hole in her forward, apparently result- 
ing from contact with the corner of the Jetty 
as she broke away. = 


The S.S. "Croydon" had been 
tied. up in the shelter of the "Deep Hole” Jetty, 
she broke away and finished up on dry tand-well 
above high=water mark. All these vessels my 
father had the job of refloating. A lot of 
property was damaged or lost; our horse and cow 
were not seen again, probably drowned when 


driven by the wind into the back marsh. Both 

road bridges were destroyed, the tram line was 
out of action until. ballast was replaced all 

the way across the marsh Ppoutec== Fora long 


yeried my duty every 
pide per bicycle 
cossack Branch of Wat 
oir Hess. Watson, 

roday used as 
at Roebourne . 


Coss2 Ck. 


with the 


whose 


C 
rermed odd cheractors~ 
to my wind; —a4 brs Ame vr 
whe had SON 801ng fo 
worked 


a 
AS 
prior to the eccurences 


aE 


blew off one of his hands, 
a hook and he then carried 
A little later he biew his 


y S4 turday 


Son. and Tee 


&@ public had] 
a he bank had 


-OSSack had 

One= = 
ican Neg; 
ag “our School, 
a ilumper mostly, 
a reputed bully when drunk 


— When dynami 


morn} Viger 


W4S “to 

Cash takings of the 
aNd hand them : 

Store was the building 


and overf low 


School 
ceased to 


Operate a b— 


4. 


few what might be 
NM particulér comes 
o named Wilson. 
This man 
handling Cargo and 
am abot +o relate was 
(which was often). 


ting fish he accidentally 
which was replaced with 
on his lumpers Job again, - 
only remaining hand off 


ina similar manner to the 
supplied, and he again carr 


first, a second hook wag” 
ied on his lumping. 


Another story concerning this man 
and Syd, Hadley (previously mentioned) was that 
prior to the loss of his first hand, a fist fight 
took place between the two when they were said to 
lave Carried 3t=on: from the hotel to the slaughter- 
house at the rear Of long hil t= == = — 


Both combatants were summoned to 
old courthouse. Syd. Hadley was the 
appear before the court and he appeared. 
“ith his face covered by several plasters and 

4SSis ted by--a--crutch=—-The magistrate remarked that 
P”° appeared to have been well punished and dismissed 
his Case with a caution. Outside the Court Une 
pilasters were removed and crutch dispersed with. 
ison appeared unhurt and was fined a small 
cautioned. 


appear in the 
Tirst 


to 


HO 


“Depuch'=<Fs Lard (as we knew 41 
but another island farther out 
“Depuch" ) is situated. in an easterly direction 
from Cossack and at no“ Sreat- distance and is 
the island on to ‘which the steamer “Edistone® 
ran _and- became a= total wreck about mid-903 5s ae 
She-had=jusst eft. -the anchorage - outside Seeram 
tstand. === am" Wondering=sichecthis-is the Island 
referred to recently=by=Professor:; Page when 
he reported discovery of-ancient native carvings 
The professor described his discovery as Depuch 
Tsland, Situated between. Cossack and Port 
Hedland: Possibly there is 


-S-another-4sland named: 
"Depuch"? = = —— S ed 


LS HOw Known a6 


eae 1 appear aa have omitted mention 
‘of the new solidly built school facing the creek 
and situated on the back. Street behind our house 
facing the front street. This school was built 
in 1896 and 1897 to replace that blown. down. ——s 
in 1894. The first teacher in charge of this -—— = 
school was Mr. Niebal, who for a time Lived in 
A tent a tthe rear aad usually dressed in -shorts— i 
and light shirt and wore on his head a pith —— 
(or cork ) helmet-like hat... This style-of dress 
was most unusual in ‘the district. atthe time. —S 
Soon after the opening I had to lesve school as — 
J_was then 12 years old.and had reached=the 
sixth standard, which was the hi ighest grade. 
Laught. Possibly some of my readers may consider 
this is a very poor standard of ati on-sbui_t. 
can assure anyone who gets this idea that we had 
far better grounding of knowledge of the three 


essentials - reading, _ writing and arithmetic 
than appears to be received by the modern child 
Of 2 AS =pr.00t of my statement<I might -be 


excused for further reference to myself. q “di dg. 
not at any time attend night school or have any™ 
further education other than that received at 


~“@ eels 


ngs Sacks At the age of 20 L was: wa IE 

jecountant, in charge of epYoninent wire. 

B jm's books, and at the age of 2h ere ae 

- of an office staff “of 30, -and a littie N eeeconea ‘ 

gecre tary se in full control of ail accounts ee 

ane same firm which had 6rown into a very ae ° 

concern in the commercial life of Perth and Cacneey 

qistricts. I was with the Same firm for 15 years : 

and resigned to enlist in the 1914/18 war. As 

yritten earlier, after leaving Cossack I did not 

get an opportunity to return until the year 1938 : 

on Which occasion my wife and I stayed at the 
combination of “White Horse" and "Weld" hotels for 
about a fortnight. I was somewhat taken aback at 
the changes in the old town. One alteration I 
found that struck me foreibly, was that the Jap- 
anese practically occupied the township. Apart 
from Japs, the only other residents were the Hotel i 
jicensee and his wife and child with a cook as | 
staff. Harry Edney and his wife were still living 

near "Nanny Goat" Hill and his son Jim and family 
were living in a house they had built just about 
where the natives! camp had been situated previously. 
Ernest Hall was the only océupant of the old house. 
John Ramsamy was living at the foot of "Lookout" 

hill, Laurie Bruce was domiciled in the old Post 
Office building. Newcomers, the Greek family : 

of Tsakalos; namely mother, two grown up daughters, 
and three sons, were in the courthouse building. 

Japanese occupied the only building left in Jap = 


town as it later became known. 


~ Japs occupied Martin's house, the 
Mercantile store, Manager's residence and were also 
carrying on in what remained of the store building 
as a store; Japs occupied the custom house, with 
quarters and bond store. 


Whilst we were staying at Cossack, 


¥ Se = : = 
live lugpers came into the creek and per medium oO 
1h Sed ” 


~ << set oc 


, very small dinghy unloaded 
shell which=went into the old 


Chece Cw bags of 


bottd s tore, 


PAE en oe SU or ey 


— = was Given to unde 
the luggers were owned by Jiro Mur 
ne resided at Darwin. 


rstand that 
amats , but 


_this Muramats-was 4 ge : 
the boy who had gone to school ee ee 
period at Cossack and was then sent by his 
father to the Eastern States so far ay === 
gather, and eventually to a University. His 
father died about the year 18972 bat “s0=Faeeee 
I know the son had not returned to Cossack up 
to the time of our departure. I am recordine 
details of this Japanese, as I believe the = 

idea that Japanese were our original pearlers 
has arisen from this man's later activities. 


_____ _# do not know the year of 
Muramats* return to Cossack or the commencing: 


of his pearling activities, but more than 
likely it would be after World War One which ! 
came to a conclusion in—1916 === == = i 
; --Whilst on the visit I mentioned : 


I learned that a "Turtle Soup Factory" had 

been started at Cossack but was then closed down. 
The boiler house etc., attached to the rear 

of the customs bond store was erected by and 

for the soup manufacturing company. — = 


T was given to understand that 
the factory ceased operations owing to the 
‘apital of £2,000 becoming exhausted by the 
Manager's trip to France to Tearnaexac tly 
what sort of soup the Parisians required. 


T omitted 


LO-nien-t fan” 
it 
to Coss 


sack YTesidents in 194 8 that 
nere were ho other howeee —tay tL, other the ae 
mentioned ....A}] othe an 


thos é ; had been demo: ish 
oS ee | ed 
jn the interval of 28 yCars, GROG ii 


Lh k en 
yistricts. to other 


in f 
~fereuse Ny 


; ft have always considered that 

cossack is ideally Situated and has an unbeat- 
“ape climate for -a winter resort, and judging - 
by the number of Southern victor and also om 
our island GA 'S1-c tS=and=—a6 tourist resorts are 
peing much discussed in all our States-at the 

| present time, now is the time to give this place 
serious Consideration, However, much would have 


to be done; and money spent on other than accommod- 
ation for visitors, == = = 


To very important matters that 
would need money and attention before any visitors- 
could use the old township, would be elimination 
of the present plague of sandflies ‘and- the clear—_ 
ing of the disgraceful broken bottle menance,-on ~~ 
the land and on the sea floor and beach ( we a 
left of =the original ).- In reference tothe fire 
| (Sandflies) I_can without hesitation state that 
this menace did not.exist up to the year=1900:— 
Inmy opinion, the reason for this is that the ~ 
mangroves have encroached and taken the place -of 
}the lovely clean beaches. It would be necessary 
to remove the mangroves from a point opposite 
anny Goat Hill at the Western end and to a point 
°f rocks opposite the old Chinatown in the east. 
4s mangrove wood is worth money for firewood the 
“pense could no doubt, by careful management, be 
'’Couped from sales. = In the old days, sandflies 


did not invade the 
were bad at times 

mosquito nets and 

manure , 


township but Mosquitoes 
and were repelled by 
Some people burnt anima | 


The other item: 
would need alot of attention. tI-am quite 
sure from my own observations in 1938, that 
this menace did not exist and can 
that it-was set in motion by our troops 
stationed here. -If—this SSO. can only 

say=it—was-no-credit—to- the Officers in 
charge.-~I=have been in- many wartime camps and 
one rule that was strictly observed was NO 
jitter and it was Orderly Room for aS member 
if the Yule was not- eepeerved= 


broken bot tles, 


only assume 


[his now not safe to. Wek in 
the creek ae low tide without a pair of boots 
on the feet. The sea bed- ais also badly littered 
with old Teeter oye encrusted _ ‘tram rails, 
some protruding six to eight feet about ground 
level and a constant danger to any =ViSLtOFS - 
bys-boat. — such a-visit was made whilst Tf 
have been here on this present Stay; and the 
Officers” in charge had to take special pre- 
cautions as- ane y had at low tide, observed 
the eae a ——— 


==The= ae 4S = | particularly bad. 
ae and around the vicinity of thes Jetty. = 
indicating that small minds have experienced 
a lot of pleasure from observing ihe splash = 
that lumps of machinery, etc-., made on contact 
when thrown from the Jetty. 


As : 
The dis IOSal] : staat 3 PEE 

ebservance of hy etenos: —— treatsi men Sits = 
by the older 6eneration and those contr Ling 
the township, All refuse, except Rivnvesersr 
disposed of at @ Special dump to the left ai 
beyond Nanny Goat Hislabs Specially buiit "pelt 
round" tip tank mounted between two cart wheel# 
and drawn by @ horse Was used to Col ieet 
"nightsoil" regularly and was disposed of at tlhe 
marsh edge-on the Tight after Crossing the fit 
bridge from Cossack, and on no account was bur bal 
allowed in the township as it appears to be at 
the port which took the Place of Cossack. - 

= In 1938, the only vessel which 
appeared to be using Cossack Jetty was the 
auxilliary lighter "Nichol Bay" in the charge Ff 
Harold Matheson, Alongside the Jetty however. 
was the sunken lighter "Silver Star" with wate!= 
hardened cement (in barrels) still in her hold: 
It seems the vessel sprang a leak and sank bef ©€ 
the cargo could be discharged. — 


—— The wreck now lying opposite a 
site of the old tram station is that of this v#% 
the Silver Star, ae 


See ae : : . i her 

Before conc luding,-there is ane! 
matter fo; mention. = —— Z ; 
Near the road at the rear of th” 


: “fe 
old wharf is a gibbit-—like framework made of « 
timbers from some of the houses removed. 


~ a o NG ~ 


Some Visitors have informed me 
they have been told this: was Where men were 
hung in times past, 


aS=af could learn, no 
panrings ever took Place at Cossack and this 
structure I understangq Was erected long after 
my time to house a chur 


ch bela===How about 
someone in authority pulling this misleading 
object down and ceasing des truction of the 


building, in which respect { have no hesit- 

ation in condemning those responsible for 

the disposal of the roof of the oldest LS 
jand-mark ( the Post Office) for-a few petty 

is, and allowing its present mutilation. 

The condition of the Sawn off timbers Set ht = 
showing, indicate it was in g00d_sound condit—— | 


ion when muti lated. = 
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AND NOW — qq xew txpustpy 
COMES TO THE PLLBARA 


— GEM STONES 


xO BETTER PLACE TO SEE THEM DISPLAYED 


se A = 


| “CYRIL LEAKS | 
PILBARA GEM STONE = =2 
CENTRE = 
Roebourne = — i 

= ) | 


POLISHED STONES, SLABS, 


JEWELLERY, 
AND ROUGH MATERIAL. 
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ve 


| while in=— ROEBOURNE | 
view 

all) new = major 

| buildings & renovations | 

| = executed = a i 

| by 
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builder 


POINT SAMSON 


fee hi laa arcs ea hl, i - 
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General Hauliers 
Roebourne 


Phone 9 
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Also proprietors in Roebourne of: 
* GENERAL STORE | 
* BUTCHER SHOP 
* PICTURE GARDENS 
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* GARAGE 
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THE ‘CHALLENGING FUTURE: - 


ratula tions to the compilers: oF. 
=i G2 is a Valuable record 


